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George Drouillard. (1773-1810) 
 

George Drouillard's father was Pierre Drouillard of Detroit. Church records list 
Pierre Drouillard having a child with an Asoundechris Flathead in 1773. The child was 
baptized George Pierre Drouillard. George Drouillard's parentage makes him part 
Shawnee and French Canadian. Pierre Drouillard was for many years an official of the 
British Indian Department at Detroit and from 1793-1798, he was a spy for Virginia, at 
one time hired by George Rogers Clark. George migrated with his mother’s people to 
Ohio, working in the Cape Girardeau area on the west bank of the Mississippi river.  

Since George Rogers Clark knew Pierre Drouillard, it is believed that William Clark 
was aware of George Drouillard, before they met at Fort Massac. George Drouillard 
served as scout and message carrier for the commandants of Massac until 1803. Captain 
Daniel Bissell did not want to let Drouillard go because he was also valued as a hunter 
and interpreter for Fort Massac. Drouillard was hired by Lewis for $25.00 a month, the 
equivalent pay of a second lieutenant, and the promise of a warrant for land on his return.  

Pierre Drouillard was from the Sandwich (Ontario) and Detroit (Michigan) area. 
Pierre Drouillard was a trapper and an interpreter for the Wyandot Indians and had 
accompanied their delegation to Congress to petition for assistance for a trip they planned 
to France.  
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At the turn of the nineteenth century, the United States War Department set up a 
mission led by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, called the Corps of Discovery. The 
expedition to the Pacific made Lewis and Clark leaders in disciplines such as botany, 
cartography and ethnology. George Drouillard’s skills as a hunter and sign language 
interpreter made him arguably one of the most important members of the expedition from 
1803 until September 1806. George was living on the Spanish side of the Mississippi 
River as part of the dispossessed community known as the Absentee Shawnee when 
Lewis and Clark met him at Fort Massac, Illinois on the Ohio River, where he joined the 
expedition. 

 
It was Drouillard’s knowledge of the Aboriginal people and their sign language that 

had prompted Captain Daniel Bissell to recommend him to the Corps. He was fluent in 
several Indian languages, English and French as well as a master of the Indian sign 
language of the plains. Captain Lewis recruited him in November 1803, and Drouillard 
was no disappointment to the team – he became an extremely valued member. As a 
member of the Corps, Drouillard received a $30 advance and a $25 monthly salary. He 
often traveled with Lewis, demonstrating his bravery and skill. He was said to be the 
most competent hunter on the expedition and led many hunting trips. He also negotiated 
trade with the Aboriginal people to gather food for the expedition’s survival.  

 
Drouillard was also responsible for moderating many of the encounters the Corps 

had with different Aboriginal groups, including the Otos, Missouris and Mandans. From 
these negotiations, the Corps spent the difficult winter of 1804-1805 with the Mandans. 
He also led the group during an attack by the Dakota/Lakota. His leadership and courage 
enabled the Corps to hold its ground and survive the attack. In February 1805, the party 
was attacked by over 100 Dakota Indians, who stole two horses and several weapons. 
Drouillard advised the party to hold their fire, giving the Dakota a small victory and 
saving much loss of life. Later in 1805, when the party split, George accompanied Lewis 
up the Missouri south fork to Great Falls. On this trip Lewis commended him in his diary 
for being able to communicate via sign language with the Shoshones they encountered. 

 
Drouillard’s participation in Lewis’s 1806 expedition to Montana helped determine 

the northern boundary of the Louisiana Purchase territory. Lewis trusted Drouillard to 
deliver to the postmaster the letters of the expedition that were later passed on to 
President Jefferson.  

 
When the Corps of Discovery reached St. Louis in 1806 it was Drouillard who was 

entrusted to take the expedition reports to the postmaster at Cahokia to be forwarded to 
President Jefferson.  
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“Ill Wind at Three Forks” by L.D. Edgar (George Drouillard 1810) 

 
Once the Corps disbanded, he lived for a few years at Cape Girardeau, Missouri. He 

bought the land warrants of John Collins and Joseph Whitehead, which, along with other 
land, he sold in April of 1807 for $1,300.00. He made a return trip to the Rocky 
Mountains and gave William Clark topographical details of the mountain country which 
Clark later incorporated into his map of the Northwest. 

 
Drouillard returned to Three Forks on the Upper Missouri in 1808, and became part 

of Manuel Lisa’s fur trading ventures on the upper Missouri River and the Yellowstone 
River where he helped establish the Missouri Fur Company, at Three Forks, in Wyoming. 
While trapping near the Three Forks of the Missouri River in May of 1810, George 
Drouillard and two Delaware trappers were killed by an attacking war party, believed to 
be Blackfoot. (With contributions by Morgan Baillargeon Ph.D, Plains Ethnologist, 
Canadian Museum of Civilization, and a descendant of George Drouillard.) 
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